
 

Introduction to Wernher von Braun Weekly Notes 

Until their re-discovery in late 2007 at the Southeastern District Office of the National Archives in 
Morrow, Georgia,  the "Von Braun’s Weekly Notes" were presumed to no longer exist. The notes 
were assembled each week throughout the 1960s by the laboratory directors and managers at 
the Marshall Space Flight Center(MSFC) and provided to Dr. Wernher von Braun, the first 
Director of the  Marshall  Center . 

The notes cover von Braun’s tenure in Huntsville from the early 1960s into the 1970s and have 
been recognized by many historians as a valuable source of information relating to the 
Saturn/Apollo era at Marshall and throughout NASA. They were used to track both programmatic 
and institutional issues and events at the Center. Over the years, many NASA and space 
historians have located scattered copies of the notes and made reference to them in their work. It 
is believed that the collection in Atlanta represents a complete set of the notes. During the Saturn 
era, Marshall line managers solicited weekly notes from each of their subordinate organizations. 
As the notes passed through the chain of command at Marshall, additions or deletions were 
made based upon the importance of the issue. Each Monday, von Braun reviewed the notes and 
made his own notations in the margins. The notes, with von Braun’s comments, were then filtered 
back to the organization deemed responsible for responding to von Braun’s inquiry. The notes 
have attracted attention from space historians as well as historians of organizational 
communications and management. 

An inquiry from the Exploration Launch Vehicle Program Office prompted the renewed search to 
find the notes. MSFC records management personnel working with National Archives personnel 
in Georgia were responsible for relocating the notes. 

As part of a trip to the National Archives in 2008, Mike Wright, the historian at the Marshall 
Center ,  confirmed the identify of the notes and electronically scanned approximately 2,000 
pages of the estimated 15,000 pages in the collection.  The historian plans to return to the 
archives in early 2009 with a team of technicians who will scan the remaining portion of the notes 
and return the electronic copies to the Marshall Center historical archives. 

The weekly notes are reproduced in the context they were created.  This means that, in many 
cases, the notes do not include the first names of the individuals that are included in the entries, 
 explanations of abbreviations, or definitions of terms. In this regard, the reader may find it useful 
to refer to Stages to Saturn, a Technological History of Apollo/Saturn published by NASA in 1980 
and written and researched by space historian Roger Bilstein for the Marshall Center.  You may 
access Stages to Saturn by clicking on the following link:http://history.nasa.gov/SP-
4206/sp4206.htm 

Each page of the notes has been assigned a unique number. These numbers do not appear on 
the paper copies of the   Weekly Notes that are permanently on file at the  the Southeastern 
District Office of the National Archives in Morrow, Georgia.  
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HIGHLIGHT NOTES FOR DR. VON BRAUN

'.

1. Labor Probl m t the C pe - Mr. Style. hal written
memo which state. th t the con.truction unions at the C pe h ve
complained th t w re not living up to our end of the agreement
with respect to Complex 37. A meeting h b en .et for Nov. 7 to
discu • this problem with the unions.

FROM Office of Deputy Director for Administr

October 16, 1961

Z. As result o£ a technic 1 note published by us, Dr. Seaman
h 8 a ked for a fir.thand look t how we co trol our technical publi-
c tion with respect to content d security. He i. considering with­
dr wal of our authority to is.ue technical public tion. from rshall.
Apparently, we ab.tracted from Missile. and Rockets magazine .ome
data which the Air Force h s classified secret.

3. Mr. Webb has approved our r commendations for the loc tion
of the static test site on the Gulf of M xico. He plans to announce this
loc tion publicly on October 19. We re working with the Corp•.of
Engineers to Itablilh the exact bound ries and to fil claim in the
court. prior to th 19th.
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1961

The pledges for the UGF Drive have passed (slightly) the goal of
However, several thousand dollars remain to be collected. V6.

$75,000.

WEEKLY HIGHLIGHT REPORT TO DR.

2. The RFQ on the Michoud housekeeping contract was issued to
over 40 companies last week.

4. $18. 7 million was received and sent to Jacksonville District
Corps of Engineers for purchase of first land acquisition in new area.

5. $500,000 was received from Headquarters to initiate design on
the F -1 engine stands at Edwards.

3. The first Centaur contract was received from the Air Force. V'

FROM M-DEP-ADM

1. Senator Stennis, Mississippi, has requested a meeting between
NASA and landowners in the Pearl River site on Wednesday, November 1,
1961. Kurt Berlin and Col. Berry will represent NASA. The landowners
apparently want to know what restrictions will be placed on their activities
in the restricted area (buffer zone).
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